SIE JOHN RERESBY,
373
May 12. The great man once in estate, several times so in favour with the late Xing Charles (but never with his brother), the Duke of Buckingham, died about this time. He was certainly the most witty man of his time, wholly addicted to his pleasures, and unsteady.1
I had a letter from my brother Edmoncl, captain in the Guards, that informed me that the King told him I had sent up a very good company of Grenadiers; for there was not a man in it but he was taller than the
1 Au undated letter from Rereaby to Halifax, among tho Spencer MSS., from which the following are extracts, seems to have been written about this time:—
' Having this particular opportunity, I could not but make use of it to assure your lordship of tho continuance of my most faithful service, though the quiet and reserve people are under in these parts afford little matter for a letter. At York the old magistrates repent not their fate, and the new ones (chiefly governed by Alderman Ilains, who married a pnpist) behave themselves with great loyalty, but are not willing, though pressed to it by some, nor the clean and chapter, though advised to it by the Bishop of Chester and others from above, to make an address.
' Mass and preaching are public in some five several rooms taken for that purpose ; but'it is computed that tho whole number of that persuasion will not reach sixty of tho whole city, in which number thoro are "but throe known converts; yet some are so earnest to gain thorn that one Doctor Vavasour, who had the boat practice in physic, hath now the worst by offering to put a priest upon a dying patient, tho parson of tho parish being sont for before and then present. Tho generality of those parts seem very firm and very quiet to the Church of England; and the only dissonters that seem pleased with their toleration are tho Quakers and Independents, tho muubor of either not very considerable; for, notwithstanding Ihoy have meetinghouses, the churches are observed not to be leas full in York, Leeds, Sheffield, in all which places I have boon very lately. Sir Thomas Slingsby, Sir Thomas Mauleverer, both wont up with intentions not to be shaken, and there is none suspected to leave the Church, of England (employed from these parts) but Sir Rog. Strickland. I have boon attacked by side-winds, but my answer was that I could not give opinions till I was in the House or that the king commanded me to deliver it.....
' I was told by one present when the Duke of Buckingham diod, that ho fell into great disorder at the news of dying, would not admit of a priest, my Lord Fairfax of Gilling, Troutback (who told me tho story), and some other priests offering one to him. lid received aftur the Church of England j but my author said my Lord Arran told him that ho had it from the King that the l)uke had communicated with him after tho Roman, before he left London.'